Aspen Aerie

Blending xeric landscaping and modern lines for the
outdoor living area of a rammed-earth house in Colorado
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“CREATING MODERN LANDSCAPES WITH A HIGH
level of design while remaining environmen-
tally responsible can be a challenge,” says Sheri
Sanzone, the principal and founder of Bluegreen
landscape architecture and land-planning
studio in Aspen, Colorado. “It's all about how
architecture influences the land and vice versa.”
In the case of a contemporary Aspen residence
for which Bluegreen crafted a largely xeric (low-
water-usage) landscape for outdoor living space,
it was all about the walls. Conceived by Scott A.
Lindenau, design principal of Aspen’s Studio B
Architects, and set on a flat, single acre just outside
of town, the house has an uncommon feature for
Aspen: twenty-two-inch-thick rammed-earth
walls built with rusty-red soil taken from the site.

“Conceptually, we drew from the wall colorasa
base for our exterior palette, then punctuated it

with bright, varying shades of green,” Sanzone says.

The courtyard is at the rear of the house,
where views of Pyramid Peak, the Maroon
Bells, and Buttermilk and Aspen Highlands ski
slopes provided further inspiration—as well as
additional challenges—for Sanzone. “Because
the view and the courtyard space are so big, we
really needed something to define them,” she
says. A resulting curved, upward-sloped plant-
ing bed, along with a backdrop structure of
shrub and tree hedges, forms the courtyard’s
perimeter and “edits what's happening at
ground level,” says Sanzone. “It also makes the
back yard a more comfortable place to be.”
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QG People think a xeric landscape has to look rustic, like somethis 1¢g youd find in
the wild,” says Sanzone. “This project explores the conc ept in a modern landscape.

The bed is planted with clusters of Feather Reed Grass and ‘Morning
Light’ Maiden Hair Grass, and drought-tolerant native perennials such as
‘Terra Cotta’ yarrow, orange coneflowers and ‘Miss Willmott’ Cinquefoil,
all chosen to mirror the warm tones of the architecture. A strategically
placed stand of blue spruce trees, which grow low and wide, screens a
neighboring house without blocking mountain views. Drip irrigation in
certain selected zones was placed with water conservation in mind.

As ground cover for the generous expanse, which sometimes
accommodates tents erected for parties and other events, Sanzone
chose Rivendell sod composed of four types of bluegrass to maximize
color all summer long. “We typically discourage a lot of lawn because
it's so labor intensive to maintain and requires so much water,” she
says. “But it made sense here as a backdrop for the type of entertaining
the owners do.” The sod is drought-tolerant and designated for high
altitudes, and its greenness pops against the rust-colored walls,

Set just off the main living areas and within the courtyard space,

a trio of large black granite forms represent earth, fire and water,
elements intrinsic to nature, and help define exterior gathering places.
“Fire and water are connected to the earth, and they complement

one another,” Sanzone explains. “We wanted to use their heating and
cooling effects to extend the seasons as much as possible.”

One of the granite forms, a reflecting pool, is revealed through a ten-
by-ten-foot window directly across from the entrance door. Water flows
over the black-stone infinity edge into a basin below. Beyond it, a black-
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top Water features, which figure prominently in
Sanzone's layout, reflect trees and sky. above Drought-
tolerant Rivendell sod separates the rammed-earth
house, designed by Studio B Architects, from the raised
border of perennials and ornamental grasses.



